
Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
13th, November 2022 

Reading 1 Mal 3:19-20a 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 98:5-6, 7-8, 9 

Reading 2 2 Thes 3:7-12 

Gospel Lk 21:5-19 
 

Brother and Sisters, 

 

This Sunday is the next to last Sunday of Ordinary Time.  This second season of 

Ordinary Time follows the celebration of Pentecost; the gift of the Holy Spirit moves 

us to do God’s work. The Spirit does for us and the Church what Jesus did for his 

disciples — he left them with his love, fire, and Spirit to share with the world. 

 

This past Tuesday, elections were held around the country – each side pitching, 

hopefully their best arguments as to why you should elect the members of their 

parties to office and how they will make things better. 

 

Jesus, in our Gospel today, is telling us the cost we will incur for following 

him.  From today’s political perspective, this is certainly not an argument that will 

get people to cheerfully follow you. 

 

Yet, the reality is that no matter how beautiful the dream, there is going to be a lot 

of hard work and sweat involved to make it happen.  It is going to take firm resolve, 

like the sons in Maccabees that refused to break God’s law in last week’s first 

reading. 

 

And it will clash with others who imagine something different and oppose the time, 

treasure and talent that is being used to make that dream a reality.  This was the pitch 

the Sadducees had in last week’s Gospel – that this life was all there is and there is 

no heaven, hell, demons or angels – that there is no resurrection. 

 

Others will claim that you should follow them because they offer a better or easier 

way to that dream. We heard this pitch in the parable of the Pharisee and the Tax 

Collector – we just have to follow the letter of the law and not worry about the spirit 

of the law. 

 

 Others will attempt to substitute their version of that dream, which frequently 

benefits themselves more than the people they were supposed to be serving.  This is 

what the dishonest steward and Zaccheaus, the Chief Tax Collector were doing. 

 

Others, if they can’t convince you with their words, will turn to violence – hoping 

that fear of losing life, limb or property will be enough to cause you to abandon 

pursuing that dream.  Again, what happened to the family in last week’s reading 

from the Book of Maccabees should come to mind. 

 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Malachi/3?19
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Psalms/98?5
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/2thessalonians/3?7
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/21?5


In this country, we only experience a small taste of these things – the ridicule of our 

beliefs, the killing of Christians, the tearing down of religious statues and the 

desecration of churches are all done in the hope that fear will overcome our desire 

to follow Jesus and bring heaven to earth.  There is little question that there are places 

in the world that are suffering much worse than here. 

 

Jesus is being a true leader – he is not just telling you what you want to hear, he is 

also telling you what you don’t want to hear.  Nor is he making light of the cost to 

ourselves, our communities and the world. 

 

Next Sunday, we will be celebrating the end of the liturgical year with The Solemnity 

of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe.  We will revere our Lord as the King 

of all – and pray that all on earth may praise him now — as we look forward to living 

with him eternally in heaven forever. 

This is what I call a Paul Harvey Moment – because we now know the rest of the 

story.  Jesus rose from the dead and ascended to heaven – something that completely 

refutes the Sadducees beliefs about the resurrection and eternal life. 

In today’s Gospel, Luke handles two themes: one is historical – the destruction of 

Jerusalem and the victory of the Gospel.  The other is the end of the age and the 

coming of the Son of man. 

Our reading is concerned with the prediction of the destruction of the temple and the 

situation of Christians in the time of trial. 

 

While the splendid temple is doomed, Jesus distinguishes this event from the end of 

the world.  The fall of Jerusalem will not mark the End. 

 

The language consciously echoes traditional Old Testament images of disaster and 

could well be applied to the destruction of Jerusalem seen as divine intervention and 

as a prefiguring of the persecution they must face. 

 

Jesus, again, warns his followers are going to be mistreated and persecuted. Yet, this 

is an opportunity to bear witness to the Lord’s teachings. 

 

Luke looks at things from the point of view of victims of persecution. 

 

We are assured that the Lord will give them the necessary eloquence and wisdom to 

confront their opponents’ accusations.  However, among those who oppose Jesus’s 

followers, there will be people very close to them, thus making the situation even 

more painful. 

 

The call is to be faithful and persevere in trusting the Lord, and those who hold on 

will be saved. 



Jesus is not promising anyone who follows him a smooth and level path that leads 

to heaven.  Anyone that tells you following Jesus is easy is either a fool or just plain 

crazy. 

 

In our brokenness, we fall easy prey to our pride – which leads us to believe that we 

can get to heaven following our own rules.  That we don’t need any help in 

overcoming our brokenness. 

 

Jesus knew we could not do it on our own.  God knows that we can’t do it on our 

own.  The Holy Spirit knows that we can’t do it on our own. 

 

That is why we need a personal relationship with Jesus – who freely gives himself, 

not just on the cross, but to us at every Eucharist Celebration.   He makes his self-

present and gives himself to us, just as he shared his body with each of the apostles 

at the Last Supper. 

 

As we approach the Altar to receive the Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of Our Lord 

and Savior, Jesus Christ, let us ask for the mustard seed of faith that we need to 

choose to follow Jesus, even when we are challenged and our earthly lives are 

threatened. 

 

Amen! 
 


